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Lost in the River of Grass
by Ginny Rorby
Reading Level: Grade 6-8
13-year-old Sarah, a new scholarship student at the exclusive Glades Academy, is miserable. In
a school where kids judge each other by the amount of money and things their parents have,

Sarah the daughter of the lunch lady doesn't stand a chance.
Teachers are no help. Sarah wouldn't even be on this stupid overnight field trip if Mr. Vickers
hadn't insisted the trip would help her make friends. Surprise, surprise...the four other girls on the
trip spend their time snubbing Sarah and talking behind her back.
After a morning of cruelty, Sarah has had it. She pretends to be sick enough to stay behind...but
not need a doctor. Sarah has no intention of spending the afternoon in her musty bunk. Instead
she agrees to join on a joy ride through the Everglades 15-year-old Andy, son of a local
fisherman, on his air boat. He even lets her drive!
When the boat runs aground deep in the heart of the Everglades, far from any cell phone
reception, Sarah and Andy must save themselves...or die.
Check availability of this book
More books by Ginny Rorby
Other tales of survival include
Downriver by Will Hobbs
Are You Going to Kiss Me Now by Sloane Tanen and
Sharks & Boys by Kristen Tracy
Reading Level: 6th Grade,7th Grade,8th Grade Subjects: Adventure, Realistic Fiction,
Relationships, Survival Location: JY Fiction
Reviewer:
SJS

The Star Maker
by Laurence Yep
Reading Level: Grades 2-4
When Artie promises his mean cousin that he will give everyone firecrackers on the next Chinese
New Year celebration, he immediately regrets it. How will he ever come up with enough money to
buy all those firecrackers? Sympathetic to Artie's problem is Uncle Chester - a fun loving
everyman who is wildly popular in Chinatown where Artie's family lives. Uncle Chester promises
Artie that he will help - but when Uncle Chester's seemingly endless money starts to run out,
Artie begins to worry.
Check availability of this book

More books by Laurence Yep
Similar books you might like:
The Skirt by Gary Soto
The Year of the Dog by Grace Lin
Being Teddy Roosevelt by Claudia Mills
Reading Level: 2nd Grade,3rd Grade,4th Grade Subjects: Family Location: J Fiction
Reviewer:
EF

The Buddy Files: The Case of the Lost Boy
by Dori Hillestad Butler
Reading Level: Grades 1-3
King, a golden retriever, is in the p-o-u-n-d and he doesn't know why! His family, Dad and Kayla
(Mom is in the National Guard and not at home) went on vacation to Grandma's house and they
never came home!
But now that King is in the pound, other families are looking at him and he is ADOPTED!!!! His
new family calls him Buddy! How can King be adopted when Kayla and Dad are missing and he
needs to find them?
Buddy/King likes his new family - Conor and Mom are great and have lots of liver treats, plus
they live near Kayla's house, so Buddy/King can get clues about his first family's disappearance.
Then Conor goes missing, and Buddy/King has TWO missing families to find. Can he do it?
This series is great for beginning readers looking for longer but not too much more advanced
chapter books with good but not scary mysteries! This reviewer has read the first four so far and
is anxiously awaiting the fifth!
Check availability of this book
More books by Dori Hillestad Butler
Illustrator: Jeremy Tugeau Reading Level: 1st Grade,2nd Grade,3rd Grade Subjects:
Adventure, Animals--Talking, Books for Boys, Family, Friends, Humor, Mysteries Location:
J Fiction
Reviewer:
EF

Because of Mr. Terupt
by Rob Buyea
Reading Level: 3rd-6th
New teacher Mr. Terupt has a handful this year in his fifth grade class - but his abnormal
teaching methods are a good fit for helping the students grow and work together. The school
year is going great, until the accident. Then everything changes.
A heartwarming book about the profound influence of Mr. Terupt, this is a tale for students of all
ages.
Check availability of this book
More books by Rob Buyea
A few similar books:
The View from Saturday by E. L. Konigsburg
The Thing About Georgie by Lisa Graff
Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper
Operation Yes by Sara Holmes
Reading Level: 3rd Grade,4th Grade,5th Grade,6th Grade Subjects: Books for Boys, Books for
Girls, Don't Miss These, Friends, Read-Alouds, Realistic Fiction, School, Social Issues Location:
J Fiction
Reviewer:
EF

Amelia Bedelia Bakes Off
by Herman Parish
Grades K-2
Amelia Bedelia is back again... and this time she's in a baking contest! What silly antics will she
get up to this time? Who knows... but they're bound to be delicious.
Check availability of this book

More books by Herman Parish
More Amelia Bedelia books
Illustrator: Lynn Sweat Reading Level: Kindergarteners,1st Grade,2nd Grade Subjects:
Books for Girls, Friends, Humor, Misfits, Read-Alouds Location: JP Fiction
Reviewer:
EF

Happy Pig Day!
by Mo Willems
Reading Level: Everyone!
Piggie is excited to celebrate Pig Day, and Gerald is sad because, well, he isn't a pig... so how
can he possibly celebrate Pig Day with his very best friend?
Check availability of this book
More books by Mo Willems
Reading Level: Kindergarteners,1st Grade,2nd Grade Subjects: Animals--Talking, Friends,
Humor, Read-Alouds Location: JP Fiction
Reviewer:
EF

Melvin and the Boy
by Lauren Castillo
Reading Level: PreK- Grade 2
When a young boy sees a turtle basking at the park one day, he knows it will be the PERFECT
pet.
But when he gets Melvin home, the turtle doesn't seem to be enjoying himself at all.
How can Melvin be the perfect pet if he isn't happy?
Check availability of this book
More books by Lauren Castillo
Reading Level: Preschoolers,Kindergarteners,1st Grade Subjects: Animals--Real, Friends,
Read-Alouds, Realistic Fiction Location: Picture Books

Reviewer:
EF

The Abandoned Lighthouse
by Albert Lamb
Grades K-2
When a bear falls asleep in a rowboat and the tide comes in, the boat floats out to sea, landing at
a lighthouse.
A boy loses his ball in the same rowboat, and floats out to sea with his little dog, landing at the
lighthouse - where the lonely bear is happy to see them.
The three new friends go fishing to catch their diner - but then a storm comes and the little dog,
boy, and bear are frightened; they turn on the lighthouse light and stop a ship from crashing into
the lighthouse island.
A short adventure of three new friends and the power of a lighthouse, Lamb's story will make a
fantastic, day-dreamy read-aloud.
Check availability of this book
More books by Albert Lamb
More books by David McPhail

Illustrator: David McPhail Reading Level: Kindergarteners,1st Grade,2nd Grade Subjects:
Adventure, Animals--Real, Books for Boys, Friends, Read-Alouds Location: JP Fiction
Reviewer:
EF

Bluefish
by Pat Schmatz
Grades 5+

You probably learned to read in kindergarten or first grade, maybe even sooner. Maybe it's a little
hard for you, maybe it got easier as you read more and more, maybe you can't stop reading.
But you did learn to read - good at it or not, loving it or not.
For Travis, that never happened. From kindergarten until seventh grade, he never let anyone see
that he couldn't read - and no one knew - not even his teachers. When Travis and his grandpa
move to a new town, and he begins at a new school, Travis isn't worried that he'll have trouble
hiding his secret - until he gets his schedule.
Fourth period. Reading class. Room 134. Mr. McQueen.
Check availability of this book
More books by Pat Schmatz
Reading Level: 5th Grade,6th Grade,7th Grade,8th Grade,High Schoolers Subjects: Books for
Boys, Don't Miss These, Family, Friends, Misfits, Read-Alouds, Realistic Fiction, Relationships,
School, Self Image, Social Issues Location: JY Fiction
Reviewer:
EF

A Monster Calls: Inspired from an Idea by
Siobhan Dowd
by Patrick Ness
Grades 5+
Have you ever read a book that made you cry? Ever read a book that, once you were finished,
you just sat with and held for a while, letting the words sink into you, not wanting to have finished
it? Ever read a book that you couldn't stop thinking about after you finished? Ever read a book
that was so true and real you experienced the whole thing in your mind as you read? This is one
of those books.
Hauntingly, chillingly written with formidable illustration, A Monster Calls tells the story of a boy
named Conor. Conor has terrible, monstrous nightmares; one day he looks out his bedroom
window to see a monster looking back at him - but not the one from his nightmares. This
monster wants something of Conor, but before it gets it, it will tell Conor three stories.
When the three stories are finished, it will be Conor's turn. And he will have to tell his story.
The truth.

Pages
If you read one book this year, this reviewer hopes it's this one.
Check availability of this book*
More books by Patrick Ness
Books by Siobhan Dowd
Siobhan Dowd, children's and young adult author, passed away from breast cancer in 2007.
Among the things left behind was the idea for A Monster Calls, which Patrick Ness has written in
her memory.
*Title also owned on My Media Mall
Illustrator: Jim Kay Reading Level: 5th Grade,6th Grade,7th Grade,8th Grade,High Schoolers,
Adults Subjects: Books for Boys, Crime and Punishment, Don't Miss These, Family, Fantasy,
Friends, In Other Lands, Misfits, Read-Alouds, School, Self Image, Social Issues, Supernatural,
Survival Location: JY Fiction
Reviewer:
EF
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