
Published on Highland Park Public Library (http://www.hplibrary.org)

Home > Adiga, Aravind. Last Man in Tower

November  3  2011 

Adiga, Aravind. Last Man in Tower

At Vishram Society Tower A, an aging apartment building in the slums of Mumbai, some news 
has shaken up the usually respectable middle-class residents. An offer has been made by 
Dharmen Shah, an ambitious developer who wants to tear down the tower and build luxury 
condominiums worthy of the "new" India. The temptation of money quickly convinces the younger 
residents of Tower B to leave their apartments, but Tower A remains stubborn. They are more 
complicated, and Mr. Shah must negotiate with them one-at-a-time, shamelessly using their long 
forgotten dreams and weaknesses to his advantage. One-by-one they give in until only Mr. 
Masterji is left, a retired teacher and widower-impervious to bribes, Shah?s intimidation tactics 
and even pressure from the other residents.

The suspenseful showdown between Mr. Shah and Mr. Masterji is not just about the apartment, it 
is about old vs. new India, the changing class system and maintaining respectability in an 
increasingly greedy society. Adiga introduces the strengths and flaws of both men, complicating 
the readers? alliances and sympathies. Will Mr. Masterji crumble under the overwhelming efforts 
of Mr. Shah to destroy his home? Or will this battle prove that money is not always power? This 
book is sure to be another gem from Adiga, who won the Man Booker Prize in 2008 for his book, 
The White Tiger.
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